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THE 


Laſt SPEECH 


Mr. David Lewis, Prieſt of the Society of Feſus, 
who was Executed as a Prieſt only, at ©cke in 
Monmouth-ſhire, on the 27th day of Auguſt, 
Anno Domini 1679. 


=F is 4 numerous Aſſembly, I ſeethe Great Saviour of the World 


ſave every Soul of you all ; Ibelieve you are here met not only to 
ſee a Fellow-native die ;/ but ” with Or to hear a 
dying Fellow-Native ſpeak. — If you expetted it not, at leaſt 1 
intended it, I hope the favour will wot be denied me, it being « favour [a 
freely granted to ſeveral late dying perſons in London it ſelf, I ſhall en- 
dexvour to ſpeak inoffenſively; I hope the ſame favour wil not be denied me. 


Let none of you ſufter as a Murderer or a Thief, but if as a Chri- 
ſtian, let him not be aſhamed ; $7. Perers words in his 1. Ep. Chap. 4. Ver. 
15, 16. I hope by Gods Holy Spirit now whiſpered to my memory, and that 
to my abundant Conſolation y for I ſuffer not as a Murderer, Thief, or ſuch 
like Malefattor, but as 4 _—_— and therefore am not aſbamed. 
I diſtinguiſh two forts of Life on Earth, Life-moral, and Lift-natural ; 
—_ is that by which we live with good Repute in the Eſteem of other 
# of Integrity ; Life-natural is that by which we breath ; in the firſt 
fort or kind, ] thank God IT have ſuffered lately, and exceedingly when malici- 
ouſly, falſely, and moſt injurioufly, I was branded for a publick Cheat, in vid. Epilogue 
Pamphlet, in Ballad, on Stage, and that in the Head City of the Kjno dom, *'» Czfar Bor- 


yes and over the whole Nation, to the huge and great detriment of my good S,.. - "Ms 

Name, which I always was as tender of, as the other I am now quitting. Nas. Lee. 
The Pamphletical Story ( believe my dying words) had m9 truth in it, 

neither to Subſtance nor Circumſt ance of the thing, a Story ſo falſe, that I 

could have eaftly defied the Face that had attempted to juſt ifie it to my Face; 

fo ſordid « Buſineſs, « Story ſo ridiculous, that I wonder how any ſober Chri- 

ftian, at leatt who knew me, could as much as incline to believe ſo open an 

Improbability ; who that Proteſtant young Man there mention'd was, I know 

not ; who that Popiſh young Woman, who the Father dead & year and « half 

before, mhat County what Pariſh, where all tranſatted,l know not, none of all 

theſe there particularized ; and when in the face of the Country at laſt Lent 

Alfeces, I vindicated my Innocency herein, to the ſatis {attion of the then 

Fudge himſelf, why appeared not there then ſome one to make good the 

Charge, and diſable my Defence ? but none of this offer d, a plain demonſtr a- 

tion t9 all Candid Minds, the whole was a meer fiction of ſome malicious per - 

fon againſt me : God forgive them or hin, I heartily do. How forward my 
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(2) 
F nde awour i aln ays hawe bee A I10 my power fore leve the Pocr, and not dj- 
retly ro defrand them, Impartial Neighbours that know me can tell you ; 
beſides this, drring my mine months Impriſonmne Mt, ſeveral foul and falſe 
oy were caſt out againſt me, and that by thoſe unto whon, for fall 
thirty years, 1 had been charitably ſerviceable : God forgive them, I hear- 
tily do ; yet notwithſtanding all theſe Calumniaticns, I _ I flill retajn the 
Charatter of an Honeſt Man amongſt Gent lemen of Worth with whom Þ con- 
verſed, and with all Neighbours 14 loneſly, with and amonot whom I lived, 

And now I am parting with the other Life by which I breath, behold, that 
within theſe few Moments of T ime us to nnbreath me ; but why thus fledg"d 
to this Country. Tyburne ? why this ſo untimely Death of mine ? hawue 
patience and Ple tell you, not for any plotting I aſſure you, and what I 
(ball HOW ſay 4s tO that, God us my Wimeſs, / (b ſpeak without 4») F 
quivocation, Mental Reſervation, or Palliation of Truth whatſoever, 

By all that is Sacred in Heaven and Earth, I here ſolemnly proteſt, that 
] am 4s innocent from any Plot whatever againſt His Majeſties Perſon or 
Government, 4s the Infant that left the Mathers Womb but yeſterday ; ne1- 
ther did I ever hear or know any thing diretly or indiretty of any ſuch 
Plot, till publick fame had ſpread it over the Country between Michaelmas 
and All-Saints day laſt : This is trur, as God ſhall judge and ſave my Soul ; 
meither was there any guilt of any ſuch black Crime found in me by My. 

Oates, Myr. Bedloe, Mr. Dugdale, and Mr. Prance, when by thers I was 

ftridtly examined on that Point laſt May in Newgate, London ; nay, had 

I had the leaft knowledge or hint of ſuch Plot, I had beem as 2x nimble 

in the diſcovery of it ,as any the moſt Loyal Subjett His Majeſty bath in His 

three Kjngdoms ; wherefore when I am dead and gone, if ſome malevolent 
ive —_— e my Life for Plotting, by Charity ſtrive to diſing age him of 

vi, miſt ake, do that Right to my dead Aſbes. 

I was never taug ht that Dottrine of K ;ng-tilling from wy Soul I deteſt and 
abbor it 4s execrable, and diretily oppoſure ro «he Primeiples of the Religion 
I profeſs, what that is you ſball know by andby; it Gale /os poſitive defi- 
wition of the Councel of Conſtance, 1 hat it is dammable for any Subject 
or private perſon, or any Subjetts in Councel joywed, to murder his or their 
L awful Kyng or Prince, or uſe axy publick or clandeſt ine Conſpiration anſt 
Him, though the ſaid King or Prince were a Turk, Apoſtate, Perſecutor, 
yea or a Tyrant in Government : Never tell me of Clement tbe Murderey 
of H the 3d of France ; never tell me of Ravilliacke, Murderer of 
Henry the 4th of France ; they did ſo, but wickedly they did fo, and for 
it they were puniſbed to feverity,as Malefattors,and for it to this very day are 
ftigmatized by all Roman Catholicks for very Miſcreants and Viltai 


ns : I 


Y you will not charge the whole Roman C atholick Body with tbe Villanies 
or 


of fome few Deſperadoes ? by that Rule all Chriſtianity muſt be anſwerable 

the Treaſon of Judas ; for my part, I always loved my Kjag, I al- 
ways honowred His Perſon and I daily prayed for His Proſperity ; and now, 
with all unſained Cordiality, I ſay it, God bleſs my Gracious King and 
Lawful Prince, Charles the Second, Kjzng of England, and Prince of 
Wales, Gad bleſs Him Temporally and Eternally, God preſerve Him from 
all His real Enemies, God dirett# Him in all His Councils, that may tend 
to the greater Glory of the ſame Great God ; and whatever late Plot hath 
been, Or is, the Father of Lights bring it to light, the Contrivers of it, 
and the Attors in it, that ſuch may be brought to their condien puniſhment, 
and Innocence preſerved. 


Bu 


(3) 

But why ag 4in this untimely Death? my Religion is the Roman Catholick 
Religion, in it I have lived above theſe forty years, init I now die, and ſo 
fixedly die, that if all the good things in this World were offered me to r«- 
pounce it, all ſhould not move me one hairs breadth from my Roman Ca- 
tholick Faith, « Roman Catholick I am, « Roman Catholick Prieſt I am, 
s Roman Catholick Prieſt of that Religious Order called the Society 
of Jeſus I am, and 1 bleſs God who firſt called me, and 1 bleſs the hour in 
which I was firſt called both unto Faith and Funition. 

Pleaſe now to obſerve, I was condemned for reading Maſs, hearing Con- 
felfions, Adminiſtring the Sacraments, Annointing the Sick, Chriſtening, 
Marrying, Preaching : As for reading the Maſs, it was the old, and fill 
Jr, the Accuſtomed and Laudable Liturgy of the Holy Charch, and all the 
other Atts, which are Afts of Religion, tending to the W, orfpip Roy 
and for this dying, I dye for Religion : Moreover know, that when laſt 
May I ws in» London under examination concerning the Plot, a prime 
Examinant told me, That to ſave my Life, and increaſe my Fortunes, I 
muſt make ſome OP of the Plot, or Conform ;, diſcover Plot I conld 
wot, for I knew of none ; Conform 1 would not, becauſe it was againſt my 
Conſcience, then by conſequence I muſt dye, and ſo now dying, 1 dye for 
Conſcience and Religion ; and dying upon ſuch good ſeores, as far 4s bu- 
mane frailty permits, I dye with 2-4 Exterior ;, from the 
abundance of the Heart, let not only hs, but Faces alſo ſpeat. 

Here methinks I feel Fleſh and Blood ready to burſt into loud Cries, 
Tooth for Tooth, Eye for Eye, Blood for Blood, Life for Life ; No, 
eryeth Holy Goſpel, wy you ſhall be forgiven ; Pray for thols 
that perlecute ; Enemies ; aud 1 profeſs my ſelf 4 
Child of the Goſpel, od the Gafiet Tobey 

Whomever, preſent or abſent, I have ever offended, I humbly deſire 
them to forgive me ; as for my ies, had I as many Hearts as IT have 
Fingers, with all _— Hearrs would I a4 my Enemies, at 4. 
wich all that fonge I have, I yo ly forgive them all, my Neigh- 
bours that betrayed me, the Perſons that took me, the Juſtices that Com- 
mitted me, the Witneſſes that proved againſt me, the Tury that found me, 
the Fudge that Condemned me, and others who ever, that ont of malice or 
zeal, covertly or openly, have been contributive to my Condemnation ; but 
ſingularly and eſpectally 1 yy my Capital Perſecutor, who hath been [0 
long thirfting after my from my Soul 1 forgive him, and wiſh hi 
Soul ſo well, that were it in my power, I would him a Seraphim in 
Hhoxan, and 3 prep 5 them in the Language of Gloriows St. Stephen 


the Protemartyr ;' Lord, lay not this fin unto them ; or berrer yer, in 
the Ste of our Greas Maſter Chriſt himſelf, Father forgive them, they 
not what t 


And with Reaſon I love them alſo ; for though they have done them- 
felves av pn yet they have done me an incomparable favour, 
which I ſball eternally acknowledge ; but chiefly I love them for his ſake, 
who ſaid, Love your Enemies; and in Teſtimony of my Love, 1 wiſh 
them, and it is the beſt of Wiſhes, from the Center of my Soul, I wi 
them a good Eternity : O Eternity ! Eternity ! How moment anean are 
the Glories, Riches, and Pleaſures of this World? aud how deſirable art 
thow Endleſs Eternity ? 

And for my ſaid Enemies attaining thereunto, I humbly beſeech God 
to give them the Grace of true Repentance before they and this World 


art. 
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Next to my Enemies, giv? m- leave to lift up my Eyes, Hands, and 
H-4rt to Heaven, and drop ſome few Words of Advice unto, and forony 
Friends, as wel! thoſe preſent as abſent. Friends, Fear God, Honour 
vour King, be firm in your Faith, xvoid Mortal Sin, by frequenting the 
Nerraments of Holy Church, patiently bear your Perſecutions and Aflicti- 
ons, Fororve your Enemies, your Sufferings are great, I ſay be firm in 
vour Faith to the end, yea even to Death, then ſhall you heap unto your 
hb loves Celeſtial 7 reafures in the Heavenly Jeruſalem, where no Thief 
Robbeth, no Moth Eateth, and no Raſt Conſurncth ; and have that Bleſ- 
fed Saying of the Bleſſed St. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, always in your 
memory, which I heartily recommend unto you, viz. Let none of you fuf- 
ter as a Murderer or Thief, but if as a Chriſtian, let hm not be a- 
ſhamed, . but glorihe God in his Name. 

Now it is high time I make my Addreſſes to Heaven, and ſupplicate the 
| Divine Gooantſs in my own behalf, by ſome few ſhort and Cordial Ejzcu- 


lations of Prayers, 


Sovereign Lord God, Ecernal Father of Heaven, Creator of all, Con- 
ſerver of all, ſole Author of Grace and Glory, with proſtrate Heart 
I Adore thee,and thee only 1 Adore as God, the Giving of Divine Ho- 
nour to any Creature of higheſt degree, 1 abhor and deteſt as damna- 
ble Idolatry. 

Incarnate Son of God, True God, Thou haft purchaſed a Church 
here upon Earth with thy Sacred Blood, and planted it with thy Sa- 
cred Labours, a Church, One, Holy, Catholick, aud Apoſtolick, a 
Church to continue to the Conſummation of the World: Whatever 
that Church of thine hath by Revelation from thee, whatever that 
Church of thine hath taught me, and commanded me- to believe, I 
belive it to an Jota, 

God Holy Ghoſt, wha makerth thy Sun to ſhine on Good and Bad, 
thy Rain to fall on the Juſt and Unjuſt, I praiſe thy Holy Name, and 
thank thee for the Innumerable Benefits thou haſt been pleaſed to be- 
ſtow and confer upon me, thy unworthy Servant, the threeſcore and 
three years I now have lived'on Earth. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Charity of God, and 
the Communication of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all, Amen, 
2 Cor. 13. Chap. 14. _ 

The Peace of God that paſſeth all underftanding, keep your Hearts 
and Minds in the Knowledge and Love of God, and of hit Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and the Bleſſing of God Almighty, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, be among you, and remain with you all, and always, 
Amen. 

O Holy Trinity, three Perſons, and one God, from the bottom of my 
Heart, I am forty that ever Þ have offended thee my Good God, even 
toan Idle Word ; yet through the Mercy of thee, my God, and Merirs 
of my Redeemer, 1 itrongly hope for an Eternal Salvation. 


Sweet Jeſus Receive my $ oul. 


And {o was Executed. 
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